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Focus Writing (English) 

Recent Affairs  
1 

Bangladesh’s Energy Crisis 
“A nation that cannot keep its lights on cannot keep its promises.” 

Picture a garment worker in Narayanganj finishing a night shift as the factory floor goes dark, a 
Bogura farmer watching his paddy wilt for want of diesel, a Dhaka delivery rider circling three fuel 
stations at dawn and returning empty. These are not imagined scenes; they are the common reality of 
millions of Bangladeshis in recent days. The country‟s energy crisis has stopped being a warning in a 
policy paper. It has come home, switched off the lights, and stayed. What began as years of quiet 
neglect has now collided with a violent global shock. 

How the Crisis Built Up 
Bangladesh‟s energy troubles did not begin with one dramatic event; they piled up over years. In 
2010 domestic natural gas fired more than 75 percent of the country‟s electricity. But reserves were 
never properly explored or replenished, and by 2026 that homegrown advantage has largely been 
squandered. Today, the country meets around 60 percent of its commercial energy needs through 
imports, mainly LNG, coal, and refined petroleum. Buying almost all of its oil from abroad leaves it 
dangerously exposed to global markets. 

Current Scenario 
That exposure turned into crisis in early 2026, when the war between the United States, Israel, and 
Iran effectively closed the Strait of Hormuz, the narrow channel through which about a fifth of the 
world‟s oil passes. Around 80 percent of Bangladesh‟s crude and refined oil comes from the Middle 
East through that single chokepoint, so the blow was immediate and severe. 

~60% 2,180 MW $1.07 bn 
Of commercial energy imported Peak power shortfall (Apr 2026) Projected LNG subsidy cost for 

the April-June 2026 quarter alone 
43% 2.9% 18,000 MW 

Share of grid electricity generated 
from natural gas, January 2026 

Share of installed power capacity 
from renewable energy 

Projected peak power demand for 
summer 2026 

Source : IEEFA (2026); Energy Tracker Asia, citing Bangladesh Power Development Board data (2026) 

The Cost on the Ground 
The human cost cuts across every layer of society, from the home to the factory to the field. 
• Households in the dark : In many rural areas electricity disappears for half the day and cities 

fare only a little better. 
• Factories under strain : Unreliable power has raised costs for garment, textile, ceramic, and 

steel producers, threatening export competitiveness at the worst possible moment. 
• Farms without fuel : Diesel shortages during the Boro season left farmers unable to irrigate on 

time, and several state urea factories shut down for want of gas. 
• A distribution failure : Even with fuel depots reportedly full, hoarding and panic buying left 

ordinary consumers stranded in long queues. 
• A heavier subsidy bill : The state faced an LNG subsidy bill of roughly a billion dollars for a 

single quarter, money that could have built schools or hospitals. 
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AI and Unemployment in Bangladesh 
“AI is not arriving as a job-killer. It is arriving as a skill-divider.” 

Think of a garment worker in Gazipur who has spent fifteen years perfecting her stitching speed, or a 
young man in Dhaka who finally landed a data-entry job after months of searching. Neither has heard 
much about artificial intelligence, and yet AI may already be deciding their futures. This is no longer 
science fiction. Across Bangladesh, machines are quietly taking over tasks that millions depend on 
for a living. The question is not whether AI will change the job market; it already has. The real 
question is whether Bangladesh is ready, and the honest answer today is : not quite. 

4.63% 16.8% 22.7% 
National unemployment rate, 
second quarter of FY2024-25 

Youth unemployment rate in 
Bangladesh (2025) 

Female youth unemployment rate, 
more than double the male rate 

30.9% 53 million 1 million+ 
Share of youth not in 

employment, education or training 
(NEET) 

ILO's revised 2025 global job-
creation forecast, down from 60 

million 

Bangladeshi workers who go 
abroad for jobs each year 

Source : Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics Quarterly Labour Force Survey (2025); ILO Bangladesh (2025); ILO World 
Employment and Social Outlook (2025) 

The Scale of the Threat 
The numbers are hard to ignore. According to the ILO and Bangladesh‟s own a2i programme, around 

60 percent of garment workers, could lose their jobs to automation by 2030. And the process has 
already begun : a 2024 study found automation had cut garment-sector employment by nearly a third, 
with entry-level women hit hardest. In outsourcing, the shift has been even faster, with firms 
watching whole projects vanish the moment a client switches to AI. 

The Readiness Gap 
What makes the situation worse is that Bangladesh faces this disruption without having prepared for 
it. In the areas that matter most - digital and AI skills - it trails its neighbours. 
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How Deep Is the Crisis 
Bangladesh is not facing famine, but it sits on a list no country wants to join. Of the 1.6 crore 
affected, roughly 1.56 crore were in the crisis category and about four lakh in the more severe 
Emergency category. Even after a sharp fall from 2024, the numbers point to a deeper weakness : 
food is present in the markets, but rising prices keep it out of reach for the poorest. 

The Scale of the Problem 
The situation is expected to worsen. The same analysis projects that acute food insecurity will affect 
18.1 million people between September and December 2026, including 787,000 in Emergency 
conditions. The 2026 Global Report on Food Crises separately found that around 1.6 crore people in 
Bangladesh faced crisis-level food insecurity or worse during the 2025 peak, placing the country 
among the world's most affected, even though this was an improvement of about 76 lakh people 
compared with 2024. 

 

Current Scenario 
The progress is real, but so is the distance still to travel, as the year-on-year picture shows. 

Indicator 2024 2025 
People in acute food insecurity 2.35 crore 1.60 crore 

In the „emergency‟ category — ~4 lakh 
Acutely malnourished children — 16 lakh 

Rohingya facing insecurity — ~4.46 lakh 
Source : Global Report on Food Crises 2026 

What Keeps Bangladesh Food-Insecure 
The causes run deeper than any single harvest, and they reinforce one another. 
• Eroded purchasing power : Food is available in the market, but high prices place it beyond the 

urban poor and landless labourers. 
• Climate shocks : Floods, cyclones, and salinity repeatedly disrupt farming, and the 2024 floods 

slowed recovery. 
• A stubborn urban-rural gap : The urban poor, wholly dependent on the market, often fare 

worse than rural households. 
• Leaky safety nets : Subsidies and cash transfers are poorly targeted, and many vulnerable 

families slip through the cracks. 
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SAARC : Regional Unity and Its Challenges 
“Regional cooperation is not a luxury for South Asia; it is a necessity too long postponed.” 

The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation, or SAARC, was founded in Dhaka in 1985 
to nurture peace, prosperity, and cooperation among the nations of South Asia. It brings together 
eight countries that are home to a quarter of humanity and hold immense potential for shared 
progress. Yet despite that promise, SAARC has struggled to deliver meaningful integration, weighed 
down by political rivalry, economic gaps, and institutional inertia. Today it stands as a reminder of 
how much the region could achieve, and how little it has. 

1985 8 2014 
Year SAARC was founded, an 

initiative associated with 
Bangladesh's Ziaur Rahman 

SAARC member states across 
South Asia 

Year of the last full SAARC 
summit, held in Kathmandu 

12 years 0 5.9% 
Duration SAARC summits have 

remained stalled 
SAARC summits scheduled as of 

mid-2026 
Bangladesh's agriculture budget 

share in FY2025-26, a reminder of 
the domestic priorities regional 

trade must serve 
Source : The Daily Star, Bangladesh Agricultural Economists Association (2026) 

What SAARC Was Meant to Do 
SAARC set out to raise living standards, accelerate growth, and build collective self-reliance across 
South Asia, chiefly through the South Asian Free Trade Area and cooperation in agriculture, health, 
education, and the environment. Underpinning it all was a promise of peace through mutual trust and 
respect for one another‟s sovereignty. 

Bangladesh's Renewed Push 
Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has made 
SAARC revival a consistent talking point 
since taking office in February 2026, framing 
it as connected to ideas associated with his 
father, Ziaur Rahman, who helped found the 
organisation. Bangladesh has pressed the 
case at BIMSTEC meetings, urging that 
SAARC and BIMSTEC 'work hand-in-hand' 
rather than treating one as a replacement for 
the other. 

Current Scenario 
The clearest measure of SAARC‟s struggle is 

how little its members trade with one another 
compared with other regions of the world. 

Why SAARC Stalled 
SAARC‟s paralysis traces back to a handful of deep and persistent problems. 
• India-Pakistan rivalry : Their long conflict dominates the region and has repeatedly derailed 

summits and agreements. 
• Frozen summits : No full summit has been held since 2014, eroding momentum and continuity. 
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Focus Writing (Bangla) 

A_©bxwZ m¤úwK©Z 
1 

÷vU©Avc I ZiæY D‡`¨v³v : evsjv‡`‡ki A_©bxwZi bZzb w`MšÍ 
ÖA‡c¶v †Kv‡ivbv, GLbB KvR ïiæ K‡i `vI| GwU †Kv‡bv Ajm mgq KvUv‡bvi RvqMv bq, GwU Kg©ZrciZvi RvqMv|Ó 

ÑwiW ndg¨vb 
L¨vwZgvb D™¢veK w÷f Rem GKevi e‡jwQ‡jb, D™¢vebx mvnmB GKRb mvaviY gvbyl‡K AmvaviY D‡`¨v³vq iƒcvšÍwiZ 

K‡i| GB Dcjwä AvR‡Ki evsjv‡`‡ki †cÔ‣vc‡U AZ¨šÍ cÔvmw½K| †`k eZ©gv‡b Zvi RbwgwZK jf¨vsk ev 

Ó†W‡gvMÔvwdK wWwf‡WÛÖ-Gi GK ¯^Y©hy‡M Ae¯'vb Ki‡Q-†gvU RbmsL¨vi cÖvq GK-Z„ZxqvskB ZiæY, huviv †gav, cÔhyw³ I 

D™¢vebx kw³‡Z ejxqvb| PZy_© wkíwecø‡ei GB hy‡M ÁvbwfwËK A_©bxwZ `ªæZ weKwkZ n‡”Q, †hLv‡b D™¢veb, cÔhyw³ I 

D‡`¨vMx gvbwmKZvB g~j PvwjKvkw³| cÔ_vMZ PvKwii evRv‡i hLb mxgve×Zv µs‡gB cÔKU n‡q DV‡Q, ZLb ÷vU©Avc 

I D‡`¨v³v g‡bvfve GKwU weKí I †UKmB A_©‰bwZK c_ wn‡m‡e Avwef©~Z n‡q‡Q| wWwRUvj A_©bxwZ, Kg©ms¯'vb m„wó, 

wewb‡qvM e„w× I ZiæY‡`i D‡`¨v³v wn‡m‡e M‡o †Zvjvi j‡‣¨ miKvi, †emiKvwi LvZ I ZiæY D™¢veK‡`i mw¤§wjZ 

cÔqv‡m M‡o DV‡Q D™¢veb I D‡`¨v³vevÜe GKwU kw³kvjx B‡Kvwm‡÷g, hv fwel¨‡Z Kg©ms¯'vb m„wó I A_©‰bwZK 

cÔe„w×i Ab¨Zg cÔavb PvwjKvkw³ n‡q DV‡Z cv‡i| 

2,500+ 1.5%-2% 79Zg 
†gvU ÷vU©Avc msL¨v wRwWwc‡Z µgea©gvb ÷vU©Avc Lv‡Zi Ae`vb Startup Blink i¨vswKs 

15 jvL+ 83Zg 1 wewjqb gvwK©b Wjvi 
cÔZ¨‣ I c‡iv‣fv‡e m„ó Kg©ms '̄vb †Møvevj ÷vU©Avc B‡Kvwm‡÷g Bb‡W• ˆe‡`wkK wewb‡qvM 

wdb‡UK, jwRw÷Km, B-Kgvm©, GW‡UK, B-dv‡g©wm 
cÖavb LvZmg~n 

÷vU©Avc aviYvwUi Zvrch© 
÷vU©Avc ej‡Z Ggb bZzb D‡`¨vM‡K †evSvq, hv mvaviYZ D™¢vebx aviYv, cÔhyw³wbf©i mgvavb Ges `ªæZ m¤úÔmvi‡Yi 

j‣¨ wb‡q M‡o I‡V| cÔPwjZ e¨emvi Zzjbvq ÷vU©Avc¸‡jv †ewk MwZkxj, Awf‡hvRb‣g Ges mgm¨vi bZzb mgvavb 

w`‡Z m‣g| ZiæY D‡`¨v³viv Zuv‡`i m„RbkxjZv, SyuwK †bIqvi gvbwmKZv Ges cÔhyw³MZ `‣Zvi gva¨‡g Gme D‡`¨vM 

cwiPvjbv K‡ib, hv †Kej e¨w³MZ mvd‡j¨i MwÐ Qvwo‡q mvgwMÔK A_©bxwZi KvVv‡gv‡KI iƒcvšÍwiZ Ki‡Q| 
eZ©gvb cwiw¯’wZ I AMÔMwZ 
A_©‰bwZK w`K 
 wewb‡qvM cÔevn : †`‡ki ÷vU©Avc¸‡jv MZ GK `k‡K mv‡o 3 nvRvi †KvwU UvKviI †ewk wewb‡qvM †c‡q‡Q, hvi 

g‡a¨ me©vwaK wewb‡qvM G‡m‡Q wdb‡UK Lv‡Z| 
 miKvwi D‡`¨vM : Z_¨ I †hvMv‡hvM cÔhyw³ wefv‡Mi Aax‡b MwVZ Ô÷vU©Avc evsjv‡`k wjwg‡UWÕ GKwU †fÂvi 

K¨vwcUvj Znwej wn‡m‡e KvR Ki‡Q; mv¤úÔwZK Z_¨ Abyhvqx 36wU cÔhyw³ ÷vU©Av‡c cÔvq 109 †KvwU UvKv wewb‡qvM 

Kiv n‡q‡Q, hv †_‡K mvZ nvRv‡iiI †ewk cÔZ¨‣ Kg©ms¯'vb ˆZwi n‡q‡Q Ges mswkøó cÔwZôvb¸‡jv 180 †KvwU 

UvKviI †ewk Ki cwi‡kva K‡i‡Q| 
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RvwZmsN evwYR¨ I Dbœqb m‡¤§j‡bi (UNCTAD) gvb`Ð Abyhvqx AšÍf©yw³g~jK Dbœqb m~P‡Ki PviwU g~j ¯Í¤¢ i‡q‡QÑ 
1. A_©bxwZ : wRwWwc, RvZxq Avq, Kg©ms¯'vb I evwYR¨| 
2. RxebhvÎvi gvb : mvgvwRK I ¯^v¯'¨ cwiw¯'wZ, AeKvVv‡gv| 
3. mgZv : kÔ‡g AskMÔnY, Av‡qi ˆelg¨, ivR‰bwZK AskMÔnY| 
4. cwi‡ek : cÔvK…wZK g~jab myi¶v, kw³ NbZ¡| 

 
AšÍf©yw³g~jK Dbœq‡b evsjv‡`‡ki mv¤úÔwZK AR©b 
KvD‡K †cQ‡b bv †djvi GB bxwZ aviY K‡i evsjv‡`k mv¤úÔwZK mg‡q †ek wKQy hyMvšÍKvix c`‡‣c MÔnY K‡i‡Q: 
 mvgvwRK myi¶vi bZzb iƒc - Ôd¨vwgwj KvW©Õ : 2026 mv‡j Pvjy nIqv GB KvW© `wi`ª I wb¤œ-ga¨weË cwiev‡ii Rb¨ 

hyMvšÍKvix c`‡‣c| GwU cwiev‡ii bvix m`‡m¨i bv‡g wbewÜZ nIqvq bvixi A_©‰bwZK ‣gZvq‡bi Abb¨ ¯̂xK…wZ 

enb K‡i| GbAvBwW-wfwËK wWwRUvj †WUv‡e‡Ri Kvi‡Y ga¨¯^Z¡‡fvMx‡`i †`×ivZ¥¨ K‡g‡Q Ges cwievi¸‡jv 

mivmwi bM` mnvqZv, fZz©wK g~‡j¨ wbZ¨cY¨ I miKvwi †mev cv‡”Q| 
 K…wli AšÍf©yw³g~jK wWwRUvB‡Rkb - ÔK…lK KvW©Õ : 14 GwcÖj 2026-G AvbyôvwbKfv‡e Pvjy nIqv GB KvW© K…wlLv‡Z 

AšÍf©yw³i bZzb w`MšÍ D‡b¥vPb K‡i‡Q| eZ©gv‡b 10wU Dc‡Rjvq cvBjwUs Pj‡Q Ges B‡Zvg‡a¨ 22,066 Rb K…lK 

wbewÜZ n‡q b¨vh¨g~‡j¨ mvi-exR, mnR k‡Z© FY, K…wl wegv, fZz©wK I cÔ‡Yv`bvmn †gvU 10wU †mev mivmwi cv‡”Qb| 
 mvgvwRK myi¶vq ev‡RU e„w× : 2025-26 A_©eQ‡ii 7 j‣ 90 nvRvi †KvwU UvKvi ev‡R‡U mvgvwRK wbivcËv Lv‡Z 

eivÏ 91,297 †KvwU UvKvq DbœxZ n‡q‡Q| eq¯‹ I weaev fvZv 650 UvKv, cÖwZeÜx fvZv 900 UvKv Ges 

gvZ„Z¡Kvjxb fvZv 850 UvKvq e„w× Kiv n‡q‡Q; 25 j‣vwaK cÔvwšÍK K…lK‡K webvg~‡j¨ exR I mvi †`Iqv n‡q‡Q| 
 wk‣vq bvixi †bZ„Z¡ I mgZv : gva¨wgK I D”Pgva¨wg‡K QvÎxi msL¨v †Q‡j‡`i Zzjbvq cÔvq 54% †ewk| Dce„wË, 

webvg~‡j¨ cvV¨cy¯ÍK I cÔZ¨šÍ AÂ‡j we`¨vjq wbg©vY G‡‣‡Î AbyNU‡Ki KvR K‡i‡Q| 
 Kg©ms¯’vb I Avw_©K AšÍf©yw³ : kÔgkw³‡Z bvixi AskMÔnY †e‡o 39.5%-G `uvwo‡q‡Q, we‡klZ Mv‡g©›Um, ÿz`ª e¨emv 

I †gvevBj wdbvwÞqvj mvwf©‡m| d¨vwgwj KvW© I †gvevBj wdbvwÞqvj mvwf©‡mi ms‡hvM bvix‡`i AvbyôvwbK Avw_©K 

e¨e '̄vi g~javivq wb‡q Avm‡Q| 
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Argument Writing 

Banking, Finance & Microfinance 
1 

The central bank should force the merger of struggling, debt-ridden banks 
with healthy, well-performing ones to combat the NPL crisis. To what 
extent do you agree? 
A strong banking system is essential for a healthy economy. However, banks in Bangladesh are 
suffering from a huge amount of bad loans, known as non-performing loans. To solve this, some 
people suggest that the central bank should force weak banks to merge with strong ones. In my 
opinion, this step is useful only to a very limited extent, because it hides the problem instead of 
solving it. 

This policy does have one small advantage. A forced merger can stop a weak bank from collapsing 
suddenly. As a result, ordinary depositors do not lose their savings overnight, and the central bank 
gets some time to manage the situation. 

However, the policy has serious flaws. When a healthy bank is forced to take over a large amount of 
bad loans, its own capital becomes weak, and both banks are put at risk. For example, in 2024 EXIM 
Bank agreed to take over the troubled Padma Bank, but the plan was abandoned within months. More 
importantly, mergers ignore the real cause of bad loans, such as the Hall-Mark scam at Sonali Bank 
and the loan fraud at BASIC Bank, which together cost thousands of crores. These happened because 
of political interference and loans given to wilful defaulters, not because the banks were small. A 
merger only moves the bad loans to a new balance sheet; it does not punish the people responsible. 
In conclusion, I agree with this policy only slightly. The real solution is different: the government 
should create a special asset management company to separate bad loans, and the courts should 
punish habitual defaulters and recover the stolen money. Accountability, not a forced merger, will 
make the banking sector healthy again. 

2 

Bangladesh's non-performing loan crisis is the result of weak governance, 
not economic conditions. To what extent do you agree? 
A strong banking sector is vital for any economy. Some people believe that Bangladesh's huge 
amount of bad loans is the result of difficult economic conditions, while others blame weak 
governance. In my opinion, the crisis is mainly caused by weak governance, and economic conditions 
act only as a secondary catalyst. 

The clearest proof is the way defaulters escape punishment. For example, the Hall-Mark scam at 
Sonali Bank and the loan fraud at BASIC Bank each cost thousands of crores. These problems were 
caused by political influence and loans given to dishonest borrowers, not by normal business losses. 
Instead of taking such borrowers to court, the authorities have repeatedly rescheduled their loans and 
relaxed the rules. This gives a clear message that defaulting has no real punishment. When powerful 
defaulters are protected while small borrowers are chased, the problem is clearly one of governance. 
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I therefore hold that Iran's economic D Day tested the dollar centred order rather than broke it, even 
though the repeated use of sanctions will slowly cost the dollar some of the trust that sustains it. 
Tehran will most likely endure as it has before, by shrinking its formal economy and living on the 
edges of the system, while the rest of the world notes how far the reach of a single currency now 
extends. Whether that reach remains a strength or turns into a weakness depends on restraint. A 
currency used as a weapon too often will in the end persuade the world to build another one. 

Argument Job Solution 

55 

Not Parents, Rather Children Should Have the Right to Choose Their 
Career 
[Bangladesh Bank,  AD Written 2022] 
In many Bangladeshi households, a child's career path is still effectively decided at the dinner table, 
with parents steering sons toward engineering or medicine and daughters toward more socially 
acceptable, often lower paying professions. The statement that children, not parents, should have the 
right to choose their own careers challenges this deeply rooted tradition. I largely agree with this 
position, although parental guidance still has a legitimate, if limited, role to play. 

It is easy to understand why parents feel entitled to weigh in. They generally have more life 
experience, and in a country where a single wrong career choice can mean years of unemployment, 
their caution is not irrational. Many Bangladeshi parents who pushed children toward BCS 
examinations or engineering degrees did so because these paths offered relatively secure, respected 
employment in an economy where private sector opportunities were, until recently, limited. Their 
intentions come from love and anxiety about the future, not indifference. 

However, the costs of denying children choice are severe and often invisible until much later. 
Bangladesh has no shortage of examples of talented young people who abandoned genuine aptitude 
in art, sport, or entrepreneurship because parents insisted on more conventional paths, only to 
underperform in professions they never wanted. Psychological research consistently shows that 
intrinsic motivation, wanting to do something for its own sake, produces better performance and 
wellbeing than external pressure. Forced career paths also help explain the alarmingly high number 
of Bangladeshi students who complete engineering or medical degrees only to switch entirely into 
unrelated fields like banking or the civil service later, effectively wasting years of specialised 
training. 

More importantly, the country's own economic transformation argues for more, not less, career 
freedom. Bangladesh's booming digital freelancing sector, its expanding startup ecosystem around 
firms like Pathao and Sheba.xyz, and its growing creative industries in film and design did not exist 
when today's parents were choosing careers, and thriving in these fields usually requires exactly the 
kind of self directed passion that parental pressure tends to crush. 

None of this means parents should be silent. Guidance about job market realities, financial planning, 
and the practical demands of different professions remains valuable, provided it is offered as advice 
rather than imposed as decree. 


